Kentucky should...

invest available dollars in youth nicotine prevention
and cessation

Following the introduction and quick growth of disposable e-cigarette products over a decade ago,
Kentucky schools and communities have seen a concerning nicotine dependence among youth.

Nicotine use among youth has a big impact:

¢ Youth who use nicotine products are at an increased risk for future addiction to other
drugs.

¢ Students who initiate e-cigarette use are shown to have lower subsequent academic
performance.

¢ Recent data shows an increase in emergency room visits due to e-cigarette dependence-
related illnesses.

Once youth have started using nicotine products, they //
need support to quit — and Kentucky has a unique
opportunity to direct resources to prevention and ll

cessation programming.

In 2019, Kentucky was part of a multi-state lawsuit against JUUL for their marketing practices aimed
at kids, including packaging with characters and flashy colors and kid-friendly flavors.

Beginning in 2022, Kentucky began receiving
installments of a $14 million settlement with JUUL,
spanning up to 9 years of payouts. These installments
are currently going into the state’s General Fund.

Despite the clear indication that this settlement is due to JUUL's marketing to youth and their role in
current youth nicotine use rates, the settlement dollars are not being directed to any specific
cessation or prevention activities and must be allocated by the General Assembly.

Blueprint for Kentucky’s Children Policy Solution:

Direct remaining JUUL settlement dollars to address youth nicotine dependence, including
cessation programming and initiatives to reduce youth initiation.
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https://www.tobaccofreekids.org/what-we-do/industry-watch/e-cigarettes/?utm_medium=paidads&utm_source=googleads&utm_content=E-Cig&utm_campaign=AlwaysOnSearch2025&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22667231500&gbraid=0AAAAACtKTYyw75l45PmMmdZCe3RCHLRjl&gclid=CjwKCAjwlOrFBhBaEiwAw4bYDWYCEGk7VHN_e9wUQ3j7jruZfqL5r7XdnnTUaO0Q43eS6doYvNBTxRoCMZYQAvD_BwE
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC8595658/
https://kiprc.uky.edu/sites/default/files/2025-06/2024_nicotine_ecigarette_report.pdf
https://www.tobaccofreekids.org/problem/toll-us/kentucky
https://www.ag.ky.gov/Press%20Release%20Attachments/KY%20-%20JLI%20Consent%20Judgment%20(FINAL%20-%20Executed).pdf
https://www.ag.ky.gov/Press%20Release%20Attachments/KY%20-%20JLI%20Consent%20Judgment%20(FINAL%20-%20Executed).pdf
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/law/statutes/statute.aspx?id=47741

