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Critical Insights:

In 2023, there were 1,266
confirmed cases of child
sexual abuse in Kentucky. 
Over 70% of victims do not
disclose that abuse occurred
within 5 years of the
experience. 
61% of Kentucky teachers
who lost their licenses
between 2016 and 2021
were due to sexual
misconduct.

Blueprint for Kentucky’s Children Policy Solution:
Reduce the risk of sexual abuse and exploitation and increase the safety of students by
ensuring appropriate disclosures, checks, and training are complete for potential public and
private school employees.

ensure kids have a safe environment to learn, free 
from abuse

Kentucky should...

School staff have positions of trust with the children they serve, but violations of that trust
irreparably harm student health and learning. When individuals with a history of sexual misconduct
are allowed to work in schools, that trust is broken, and students suffer the consequences. 

Child sexual abuse deeply impacts the survivor and has
ripple effects, often across their lifetime.

In the U.S., it has an estimated “lifetime economic
burden” of $9.3 billion, with survivors earning 21.4% less
for men and 14.9% less for women than their peers
annually.  

Compared to adults who had not been sexually abused,
survivors are less likely to:

Graduate from high school 
Obtain a college degree 
Maintain full-time employment 
Report financial stability 

Require applicants to disclose any past investigations or actions related to sexual
misconduct within the previous year.

Implement comprehensive training on sexual misconduct, grooming, and appropriate
communication for all educators as part of prevention efforts. 

To keep our children safe, Kentucky should: 

Ensure public and certified nonpublic schools conduct thorough background checks and
obtain reference checks for all potential employees. 

By strengthening schools’ ability to safeguard students from adults with allegations or
substantiations of sexual misconduct, we can prevent child abuse and promote a safe and caring
learning environment.

https://datacenter.aecf.org/data/tables/9906-children-who-are-confirmed-by-child-protective-services-as-victims-of-maltreatment-by-maltreatment-type?loc=1&loct=2#detailed/2/19/false/2545/3890/19240,19241
https://childusa.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Delayed-Disclosure-2024.pdf
https://www.kentucky.com/news/local/education/article263497588.html
https://stacks.cdc.gov/view/cdc/79074
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1054139X2200461X%22%20/l%20%22bib16
https://pdf.sciencedirectassets.com/271319/1-s2.0-S1054139X22X00128/1-s2.0-S1054139X2200461X/am.pdf?X-Amz-Security-Token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjEIz%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2FwEaCXVzLWVhc3QtMSJGMEQCIBUs9sTaUnA4nLBDRTl%2BDfrOSCAgvhSzomtvyQC1WcufAiArbv%2BVfj%2FSAd2ZxduhXwU%2Fmdxx0FEuByBwO5LWwMC5Xiq7BQjV%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F8BEAUaDDA1OTAwMzU0Njg2NSIMrAuugCaBWlwegQ2OKo8FCiLPN4RDi7gYoVinMcPvqf7Kc0weTXskMzvjD%2FiwCqhjdp%2Fq2MgC98d6uuPArHepCjuM3AhQBC%2FiNEQF%2BQm4DysIe8XEG%2B9egH9r%2B9FWXF4gk2k4T%2BrlCR8UPZEVp8Mpa9YqfR1dq7HG1moSJIeTBeBWRqGhABWsA%2FA6swEoC32mSD6blyvuBppY4MZxVw6PnFoOkGrJKwZwmHaPhGLvuk0GXMrQr7DL794q4wdMlEwAeTogf7Bcx5bG5mt4ivetgu3KD5gsuH1UySkOIDJoQlILaJTYt30HRhpkzn7ZzMSJ5p59QsKCBenTGpDyUmO8jbLVkTdbCEFD%2FMAsyZKZOPxorOywZkoXFLJrwaGEoeaqWxa5AGw65NClHY368W%2BSWZkgyGeVVDo%2FCFHJuQK%2BnZjc7GN3cJmpwvLUzGGCTN8hYZP%2B3vY6g2sFctu8dnT8tgDilbSeqgZcEaNsyr2iiFEP5K%2BwPrJ5xGqI2a4wLi%2BVjdgvcl0amf2NkQIsk3GSG%2FMu0nP47SnihqjK34W5ZcdffwUHjeEPVYRcnchejs8BCXiGdr9jQZjOW8zd%2B2IXnV8bTD%2FC9yJYC4ENDzDNtNs4nIo7lVoRGMs6%2B8Vlx5cXBcRcfg4EcVbNGEMwys15ygeKjpsOk%2BVLKjfLJ3kBRPEVameh3OJXwLV1xmK0OzpSLOzFUmgV6LZYaI74x%2BWcAGu%2BvkjF1kEB4dOqI3KgXPuKvJpu6hGjyq4n%2B6OS%2FYogAEgcRXRUgfZ7zKxJ1X3xOTOYuoI9KgNxUR9QGoUqAU%2BHPlFuhJKyUq4w1czYHao20fYSBf%2BEmaYMyjvktDBT4q7nUMJgt1ys%2B%2BpkYie8n7bEf0O2ao0c9ODjGh66EjDDrv%2B3BjqyASYO3ukekfJw92kXIOObtkLK6TjoIZSBJ3kysvkrqNR7OmXMRFVY4v%2Fe6uQhQknrP0GdOJZQ86OqRnYRdCqrduX6NJvI2AQ6a9ZQEk%2FB5B%2BeAhX4x442x04W3b6zD8v36edpeSxgX%2F%2BP%2BBvioCwbVfc2Ql5kSK9n0vLkSfyCMKdWOzS63EKfnRobdgl5GlNkDGJIFS2RiWzISNUYfuayYt%2Fu18YTKtAPRpiqrWCxDq2zb2s%3D&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Date=20241004T131506Z&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Expires=300&X-Amz-Credential=ASIAQ3PHCVTY4WNF7BRV%2F20241004%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Signature=3198196e85d0c930c626c28f3eac3714220081c132b5afabca4eb6eca29496a1&hash=74e2ffc9fe7ece1228e434098b30394138a3848b0dcaf12ee8f682dc52c607d4&host=68042c943591013ac2b2430a89b270f6af2c76d8dfd086a07176afe7c76c2c61&pii=S1054139X2200461X&tid=pdf-37489ad6-6ab5-4f60-ab8a-f90b7798c36a&sid=2f07dc45916c1643768b33b47c8f55e74385gxrqa&type=client
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC9544868/%22%20/l%20%22hec4557-sec-0170
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC9544868/%22%20/l%20%22hec4557-sec-0170
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9544868/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9544868/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9544868/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9544868/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1054139X2200461X
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1054139X2200461X

