Family First Prevention Services Act
and the Courts




Family First Prevention Services Act and the Courts

e Courts ensure reasonable efforts are made to

prevent removal yF

* Courts will determine the appropriateness of
: ¥ - : FAMILY FIRST

placements in Qualified Residential Treatment PREVENTION
Programs (QRTPs) SERVICES ACT

, OF 2018
e Courts are key community leaders and conveners

for shifting philosophy to prevention

e Court findings impact financial reimbursement
for the state

e Court personnel receive training on Federal child
welfare policies and payment limitations
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FFPSA Judicial Workgroup

Supreme Qonrt of Rentucky

W RE;
ORDER AMENDING
THE FAMILY COURT RULES OF PROCEDURE AND PRACTICE (FCRPP)

2020-1

Thig arder is effeciie Fabruary 1, 2020 and replaces the currert Family Courl Rules
of Pracadune and Praclios (FCRPP) wilh the folowing

|. GENERAL PROVISIONS
FCRPP 1 Tithe, Purpese, and Scope

(1) Kanhigky's Family Courl represants an inalilutioral change intended so mprove
the debyery ol coun sarices to famalies and children. The Famiy Court Rules of Procedurs
and Praciica supplament the statutes, ndes and procedures governing Family Law cases
with rdes and procedures which furlher aesisl (he coun, coursel. and partes in achiaving
the Court's objective while presersng the nde of kaw, Sea gensraly Kupnon v. EdzGerkd,
SHE S 2d 6TH (MY 158

(2} These rules corstilite & ssparate section of the Kenlucky Rules af Chl
Procedure and shall e known 85 the Kenlucky Family Count Rules of Procedurs amd
Practice. Thay may be cbed a6 such, o by the abbreviation "FCRPP.° KRS 40313011}

13) Thess Rules shal apply to the proceduns and practios in all family law actons
Inclucing dissolution of marriage, cuslody and child supper; pansnling time, lime-sharing
and wisfalon; propeny divigion, mainlenance; domastic viokence; palesnily d!p-E'“:E'II:;'
reglect or abuse lerminateon of parsntal rights; and adoplion; of any and all ather causes
of action eeclisively wilhin the jursdicion of Family Courl. Procedusal rubes for special
statutony procesadings shall prevail aver any inconssten) FCRPP. CR 1

4] Sall rapresented liligarmts shall be held to knowedge of these rules
{5} Thiz Kemlucky Rides of Cril Procedurs, Rules of Cnminal Procadure, and Rules
of Evidence shall apply ie family law cases io the exient that thay ara not incorsstent with

lh=sa rules.

(#) Chid pareréng tima, fime-sharing. and vistation are synonymcas for he
Purposs of thess nules unless, undar the tacis of the case, The kew reguires ciharsiss

[T) Mo lacal niles, practices, procedures, ordens, o other policies of any district ar
Grcuil may cordbct with or confrovest these rules: further, in the gvant |hat ary such local

‘Kentucky _

Created & chaired by Justice Debra Hembree Lambert
Initial meeting held March 8, 2019

Comprised of judicial representatives from across the
state

The workgroup determined the best way to ensure
that judges are adequately trained and prepared for
the QRTP review process

The workgroup joined the Standing Committee on the
Family Court Rules of Procedure and Practice to
discuss changes
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Ensuring Reasonable Efforts
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Efforts
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Ensuring Reasonable Efforts

‘Rentucky

The court must consider at every court
appearance whether reasonable efforts were
made to prevent a child’s removal from the
home.

Court personnel should thoroughly understand
family’s needs and how to connect parents to
appropriate services to change behavior in
order for the child(ren) to be safely returned to
the home.

Court personnel must familiarize themselves
with new service opportunities to support and
preserve families.
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Ensuring Appropriate QRTP Placements

Following placement in a Qualified Residential Treatment Program:

Assessment by a “qualified individual” (as defined) within 30 days.

— Must assess the child’s strengths and needs using age-appropriate,
evidence-based, validated functional assessment tool.

— Must be conducted with family involvement and permanency team.

Court review and approval within 60 days.

— Based on whether the placement is the most effective and appropriate
level of care in the least restrictive environment consistent with the
short- and long-term goals for the child.
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Ensuring Collaboration

e Reviewing placements, service options, and local practice
requires collaboration between the Courts and DCBS at every
level

e Court should meet with local DCBS staff to discuss:

— Expectations

— Updates

— Process barriers

— Local service array

— Local prevention efforts

— How to improve outcomes
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The Spirit of Family First: Supporting Court Initiatives

Legal Training for Dependency, Neglect and Abuse Cases:

- Improving quality legal representation for Guardians Ad Litem and Court
Appointed Counsel

- Required by Family Court Rules of Procedure and Practice

- For more information, visit: https://kycourts.gov/courtprograms/Pages/dna.aspx

2020 Legal Trammg
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https://kycourts.gov/courtprograms/Pages/dna.aspx

The Spirit of Family First: Supporting Court Initiatives

Dependency, Neglect and Abuse Cases: Dependency, Neglect

Know Your Rights and Responsibilities and Abuse Cases
Know Your Rights

 Improving Family and Parent Voice by and Responsibilities

developing a guide to aid parents and
other interested parties in navigating the
court process and related systems

e To view the guide, visit:
https://kycourts.gov/resources/publicatio
nsresources/Publications/dnaguide.pdf

SF Y% ‘Kentucky ]
A .
ourt of JUS:“ ce Administrative Office of the Courts


https://kycourts.gov/resources/publicationsresources/Publications/dnaguide.pdf

The Spirit of Family First: Supporting Court Initiatives

Kentucky Court of Justice Response:

A Guide for Identifying, Addressing and
Reducing Racial and Ethnic Disparities

 Improving outcomes for families and
children of color by developing an agency
model to reduce racial and ethnic disparities

e To view the guide, visit:
https://kycourts.gov/resources/publications T

A Guide for Identifying, Addressing and Reducing

resources/Publications/REDguide.pdf T e
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https://kycourts.gov/resources/publicationsresources/Publications/REDguide.pdf

The Spirit of Family First: Supporting Court Initiatives

Citizen Foster Care Review Board
Community Forums

e Regional forums held twice a year
for the public to discuss improving
outcomes for Kentucky children and
families involved in the foster care

system

Kentucky Citizen Foster Care Review Boards e For more information. visit:
https://kycourts.gov/courtprograms

/cfcrb

T
S NN ‘Kentucky

Court of JU\S:“"CE Administrative Office of the Courts


https://kycourts.gov/courtprograms/cfcrb

Supporting and Preserving Families

- Courts must continue to be leaders in shifting child welfare practice to
prevention.

- Courts must continue to support
and oversee implementation of
the Family First Act.

- Courts must participate in
educational opportunities to both
understand and address issues
facing our families.

- Courts must continue to work
collaboratively with child welfare
stakeholders.

‘Kentucky
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Questions?

Contact:
Nathan Goins
Family Court Liaison

Administrative Office of the Courts
nathanielgoins@kycourts.net
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