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KIDS COUNT in Mercer County 
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Presentation Notes
In existence since 1975, Kentucky Youth Advocates is a non-partisan, non-profit, children's advocacy organization. We believe that Kentucky's youth deserve the opportunities and resources necessary to ensure their productive development and health. We work on behalf of Kentucky's children with the state legislature, other decision-makers, communities, and the media.  KYA promotes positive changes and policies that impact children by providing research, timely publications on issues and collaborating with a variety of groups to craft policies that positively affect Kentucky's children, especially those who are poor and otherwise disadvantaged.



What is KIDS COUNT? 

“What gets measured,   
gets changed.” 
 
Data-based advocacy = 
Data-based decision- 
making 
 
“Is it good for kids?” 
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KIDS COUNT is a national and state-by-state effort to track the status of children in the United States.  KIDS COUNT exists to measure child outcomes and contribute to public accountability for those outcomes, resulting in a model for data-driven advocacy for children, their families, and their communities. A project of the Annie E. Casey Foundation, this initiative provides policymakers and citizens with national and comparable benchmarks of child well-being.  By providing these indicators, KIDS COUNT seeks to enrich local, state, and national discussions of ways to secure better futures for all children.  It is intended to gauge the seriousness of the problems facing children and guide the policy trends and goals on behalf of children.The Annie E. Casey Foundation funds a KIDS COUNT grantee in every state to collect/monitor/analyze/publicize data within their state at smaller geographic levels. Kentucky Youth Advocates has been the Kentucky grantee since the beginning of the project and publishes an annual Kentucky KIDS COUNT County Data Book with data for each county and school district. Data for all of the KIDS COUNT indicators NOT found in the print book can be found at the Kentucky page of the Annie E. Casey Foundation’s Data Center (http://datacenter.kidscount.org/ky). 



A Shared Policy Agenda for Child Advocacy 
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The Blueprint for Kentucky’s Children is in response to a challenge from legislators to present them a concise agenda each year on children’s issues. It is a unified policy agenda promoted by a coalition of nonprofit, private, and public organizations across the state. The Blueprint initiative is a comprehensive six-year plan to improve child well-being in Kentucky with a limited number of items on the agenda each year. Each item on the agenda has an identified policy solution (many legislative). The categories within the Blueprint are Safe and Healthy Families; A Fair Opportunity for Every Child; and A Fair Deal for Working Parents. KYA is the organizer but there are numerous member partners (70 members strong last year) and a steering committee. 



2012 Blueprint Successes 

Safe and Healthy Families 
 $21 million to reduce social worker caseloads 
 
A Fair Opportunity for Every Child 
 HB 168 and HCR 129 
 
A Fair Deal for Working Parents 
 Building political will for family tax credits 
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$21 million to reduce social worker caseloads – In response to the high rates of child deaths due to abuse and neglect in Kentucky, Governor Beshear proposed a $21 million increase over the next two years to hire 300 additional state social workers. The final budget passed by the Kentucky General Assembly retained this funding.HB 168 –The successful passage of HB 168 prohibits superintendents from assigning teachers or staff to an alternative program as the result of a disciplinary action. This bill moves toward ensuring that the more than 45,000 youth in district-operated alternative programs receive a quality education like their peers in a traditional school.HCR 129 – The passage of House Concurrent Resolution (HCR) 129 during the 2012 General Assembly creates a taskforce which will take an in-depth look at a number of aspects of the juvenile justice system, including the practice of locking up youth for misbehaviors like skipping school and running away. Kentucky incarcerates youth at the second highest rate in the nation for such misbehaviors, even though incarceration is an expensive and ineffective way to address the issue. Other areas to be addressed by the taskforce include the treatment of youth with special needs, children age 10 and under being charged with offenses, and children’s exposure to domestic violence. The taskforce will provide recommendations for improving the juvenile justice system in preparation for the 2013 legislative session.



15,338 substantiated child 
victims in Kentucky 

42 substantiated child victims in 
Mercer County 
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Reason why the sum of child victims across physical, sexual, neglect exceeds 42 is due to some children experience more than one type of maltreatment.Mercer: 180 children investigatedKY: more than 45,000 investigated



Kentucky has 2nd highest rate of locking up youth 
for skipping school and running away 

Kentucky, 
Texas, 
 and 

Washington 
State, 
60% 

All other 
states,  
40% 
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Only one youth from Mercer County was locked up in a juvenile jail for a status offense in 2011, but more than 1,300 KY youth were.



State EITCs 
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A state EITC would build on the benefits of the federal EITC, which has had bipartisan support since its creation and is credited for lifting more children out of the poverty in the United States than any other program. In 2010 the federal EITC lifted 6.6 million people, including 3.3 million children, out of poverty. EITCs help working families and local economies, and improve education and health outcomes (for example, reduced maternal smoking rates and higher birth weights). Basically, it allows parents to keep more of their hard-earned dollars and provide for their family.25 states now have a state EITC (CT has joined in) and its time for KY to join their ranks. KY could easily implement a state EITC by using the same eligibility rules as the federal EITC and making it a percentage of the federal credit. KY would just have to add one new line onto the state income tax form. In 2008 tax year, 19% of federal tax filers in Mercer Co. filed for the federal EITC, bringing in $3,583,155 to circulate through the local economy. If KY enacted a state EITC at 15% of the federal, the result would be an addtl. $537,473 . 



Child poverty 
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A decade ago, 1 in every 5 Kentucky children lived in poverty, now it is one in every four. And when you include low-income children (living below 200% of the federal poverty level), it jumps to nearly 1 in every 2 children. In 2005-2009 Mercer County had a child poverty rate of 15%. 



Smoking during pregnancy in KY 

Low Birthweight 
 

Sudden Infant 
Death 

Syndrome 
 

Preterm Births 
 

Infant Mortality 

1 in 3 
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The latest data suggests KY has made a slight improvement in our smoking during pregnancy rate, but KY still has the highest rate of smoking during pregnancy – with 25% of births occurring to mothers who smoked at some point during pregnancy. Mercer County has a higher rate than the state at 31%.  The U.S. Surgeon General found a causal relationship between cigarette smoke and fetal growth problems, low birth weight, preterm delivery, and Sudden Infant Death Syndrome.  Babies born to mothers who smoke also have a substantially higher rate of infant mortality than babies born to mothers who do not smoke.The good news is that if a woman stops smoking at any point in her pregnancy, even during the third trimester, the baby’s health can improve.  Which is why tobacco cessation programs are so important, not only for pregnant women, but for all females of child-bearing age.	



Low-weight births 
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Cigarette smoking by a mother during pregnancy is actually the single most important known cause of low birth weight.  Children  born at a low birth weight face increased risk for serious health problems as newborns; poor educational outcomes; and long-term physical, behavioral, and developmental disabilities.  They are also 26 times more likely than those born at normal weights to die within the ﬁrst year of life. KY’s rate of low-weight births has remained persistently higher than the national rate for more than a decade, AND has been gradually increasing over the years. Now, nearly 1 of every 10 births in KY is a low-weight birth. For Mercer County the rate is is 7 percent of all births, and for Boone County the rate is 6 percent of all births.



Early childhood obesity, 2010  
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Childhood obesity is another important measure of how children are faring in KY and we know that KY is experiencing a childhood obesity epidemic.  At 37%, KY has the 3rd highest rate in the nation of obese children ages 10-17.  For the first time in the modern era, children face shorter life spans than their parents due to the health consequences of obesity.KY clearly faces a great challenge in dealing with child obesity, but the only consistent data on child obesity we currently have at the county-level for all KY counties is information on children ages 2-4 participating in the WIC program (Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and Children).  In 2010, 15.6% of those children were obese statewide; 14.7% in Mercer Co.We know that children who are obese in their preschool years are more likely to be obese in adolescence and adulthood, but we have no county-level data across the state on obesity prevalence among school-aged children.



 One-stop shop for county, state, and national 
data on children and families 

 Rank by values 
 Generate customized maps and graphs 
 Feature automatically updated maps and graphs 

on your website or blog  
 Mobile site at mobile.kidscount.org  
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To view the 100 data points we collect and track, please visit the online Data Center. KYA’s KIDS COUNT data can be found in the Data By States section.

http://mobile.kidscount.org/�


Engaging in Child Advocacy 

/KentuckyYouthAdvocates 

www.kykidsinfocus.org 

@KYYouth 

www.kyyouth.org 

Call or meet with your legislators about children’s issues 

Write a letter to the editor or op-ed about children’s issues 

Find out how your county’s children are faring 
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There are many ways to stay up to date on the work Kentucky Youth is doing on behalf of children. We have a Facebook page, twitter account, blog, and of course website. The easiest way to stay informed is to join our listserv which only sends out emails once a week most of the time.



Get Involved 

Bring a group to Children’s Advocacy Day 
at the Capitol on February 7, 2013 

Become a Blueprint Coalition partner at 
www.blueprintky.org   

Attend the rally in Danville on October 10 
before the VP debate at Centre College 
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In advance of the only debate for the VP candidates, taking place at Centre College, KYA and partners are organizing a non-partisan rally to show the candidates that Kentuckians want children to be a priority in their campaigns and more importantly in the work they promise to deliver if elected. It will be on the courthouse lawn, at the corner of main street and fourth street starting at 1:00pm. Participants can pick up a free t-shirt and register starting at 11:30am.Going on 9 years now KYA has organized Children’s Advocacy Day at the Capital – where hundreds of child advocates from across the Commonwealth gather to remind legislators to make children a priority and to ask themselves with every decision they face one simple question: “Is it good for kids?”. After a morning rally attendees are encouraged to attend a committee meeting and/or to meet with their representatives and tell them what you, as a constituent, would like to see them do for children. We encourage advocates to bring youth with them because it’s important for youth to be heard in Frankfort even though they can’t vote, and it’s a great lesson in government, civics, and advocacy. 



  
 

AMY SWANN 
KIDS COUNT COORDINATOR 
(502)895-8167 X115 
ASWANN@KYYOUTH.ORG 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Thank you!  
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