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Vision

Kentucky: The best place in America
for children and youth.

mission

KYA: We are the independent
voice for Kentucky’s children.



Thirty years ago…
Kentucky Youth Advocates (KYA) was a gleam in the eye of a small but dedicated band of community 
leaders concerned about juvenile justice.  Over the years, KYA’s portfolio has expanded to include 
economic well-being, early childhood, K-12 education, health, and safety.  Only last year, we added 
work on the issues impacting immigrant/refugee children and their families to our agenda.  Some 
know us as a quality research group.  Others see us as a builder of alliances.  Thousands of families 
across the Commonwealth know us as their “last chance” advocate in the lives of their children, 
while political leaders see us as a group that focuses on broad-based issues that cut across the state.  

According to the 2006 KIDS COUNT report, the picture continues to look bleak for Kentucky’s 
kids. Kentucky ranked 42nd in the nation in child well-being, the lowest ranking the Commonwealth 
has received in the 16 years of this national project. Kentucky’s child death rate rose by 9% while the 
national rate declined 5%. Kentucky is one of nine states failing to post improvement in the number 
of high school dropouts. And one out of four Kentucky children lives in poverty, ranking the state 
46th in the nation

These indicators demand that our 30th anniversary not simply be a time to reflect on the past, though 
that tradition and heritage merits honor.  Instead, this anniversary touchstone must embolden every 
Kentuckian to ensure that KYA’s vision becomes the Commonwealth’s reality – “Kentucky: The best 
place in America to be young.” 

Terry I. Brooks, Ed.D.

Executive Director
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KYA focuses its work on Economic Well-Being, Education, Health, Immigrant 

and Refugee Children, and Safety. Within these areas of focus, KYA takes a 

varied approach to improving the lives of Kentucky’s kids.

KYA works with individual families who seek guidance in advocating for their 

children, often because they feel they have hit a dead end. KYA informs dis-

cussions on topics impacting children with quantitative data, as in the KIDS 

COUNT work, as well as qualitative data, which often serves to provide a voice 

for the children and families most impacted by the topic at hand.
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Leaders in Kentucky affirm 
KYA’s unique and critical role 
for children and youth.  

Terry Tolan, President of Kentucky United Way, calls 
KYA, “the sledgehammer for Kentucky’s children.”  

CEO and President of the Home of the Innocents, Gor-
don Brown, asserts that, “KYA is the singular untarnished 
and uncompromising voice for Kentucky’s young people.”  

Blake Haselton, Executive Director of Kentucky’s public 
school superintendents, reflects, “KYA is the Common-
wealth’s premier conscience for children.”  

Those accolades affirm KYA at one level but in reality are 
profound calls for action, especially given the “state of the 
state’s children.”  As KYA embarks on its fourth decade, 

Kentucky children can continue to count on KYA as their 
longstanding advocate in the traditional arenas of health 
and safety, as well as emerging areas of work including 
immigrant and refugee youth, alternative education, and 
environmental health.
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KYA addresses economic well-being through work on child poverty, family economics, 
and state fiscal policies. We analyze the impact of policies on working families, ensure that 
children’s programming is not negatively impacted by state budget cuts or policy changes, 
and help the public to have a better understanding of the economic issues impacting 
children and low-income working families in Kentucky. KYA’s advocacy works toward 
focused fiscal strategies to help strengthen struggling families.

In 2006, KYA embarked on the first statewide study 
of the high cost of being poor in partnership with the 
Brookings Institution.



-    LYnn r ippY 
 Board  p re s iden t

“    i believe that Kentucky’s 

success can only be measured 

by the quality of the support 

and opportunities we create 

for our young people.”
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Quality education affects the lives of youth and positively influences their successful con-

tributions to society. The common thread of KYA’s education work is to promote policies 

that give all Kentucky children the best preparation possible for a bright future. Among 

our current educational initiatives are: Alternative Schools, Exceptional Child Education, 

Case Advocacy, Bullying, and High School Reform. Another major education compo-

nent is Early Care and Education for Kentucky’s youngest children. KYA monitors early 

childhood experiences from childcare to preschool.

This year, KYA undertook a study of alternative 
schools, which house some 40,000 Kentucky youth, 
for the Kentucky Department of Education.
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KYA monitors and influences Kentucky children’s health legislation and administrative 
regulations, conducts research, and writes about relevant issues such as dental care and 
youth and maternal tobacco use. KYA also participates in various coalitions, commit-
tees, and state advisory boards to ensure low-income children’s health needs are met and 
families are supported. 

KYA began a comprehensive review of new 
Medicaid regulations and their impact on children 
and families in collaboration with the Center on 
Budget and Policy Priorities and the Foundation for 
a Healthy Kentucky.
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KYA is conducting research to establish baseline data in terms of immigration patterns, 
emerging needs, and policy implications. By bringing together quantitative data and youth 
voices from qualitative research, we are learning more about the Kentucky experience 
for immigrant and refugee children and their families, as well as ways communities can 
respond to changing demographics.

In 2006, KYA began the first statewide initiative to 
gain a better understanding of the population of im-
migrant and refugee children and families with the 
Annie E. Casey Foundation.
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-   Dr. DAviD richArt, phD
 found ing  D i rec to r

“  thirty years after we first opened 

our doors, people throughout the 

state now depend on KYA to be 

the voice of Kentucky’s children.”
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Since its inception, KYA has focused on children’s need for a safe, permanent home. We 
have taken an active role in responding to the needs of abused and neglected children 
through our case advocacy program and systemically through research and legislation. We 
have also been a leader in increasing transportation safety for children through stronger 
laws aimed at reducing injury and death among Kentucky children.

KYA’s child safety work in 2006 featured legislative 
successes such as a graduated driver’s license, ATV 
helmet regulations for children, and lead poisoning 
prevention; as well as the appointment of an 
independent Inspector General for the child protective 
system and membership on the newly appointed Blue 
Ribbon Panel to investigate adoption processes.



-   mArie ABrAms 
 founding Board president

“  When we were starting KYA, we 

did everything on a wing and a 

prayer…a small group of us had 

to raise the money to keep the 

doors open…somehow we made 

it happen.”
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The foundation of our work is measuring how kids are doing in Kentucky in our annual 
KIDS COUNT report. Kentucky Youth Advocates provides a detailed county-by-county 
picture of the condition of children in the areas of Economic Well-Being, Education, Fam-
ily and Community, Health, and Safety.  KIDS COUNT, a project of the Annie E. Casey 
Foundation, is a national and state-by-state effort to track the status of children in the 
United States. By providing policymakers and citizens with benchmarks of child well-be-
ing, KIDS COUNT seeks to enrich local, state, and national discussions concerning ways 
to secure better futures for all children. 

This year’s Kentucky KIDS COUNT Data Book, the 
16th annual, features nine new indicators, including, 
School Finance, Dental Care, and Juvenile Justice.





Board MeMBers
lynn rippy, President
Bill Stewart, Vice President
Sally Gorman, treasurer
Bob Butler
lois dunner
lancaster Gordon
V. Faye Jones, M.d.
Barbara lasky
Beth Myers
Sheila Schuster, Ph.d.
lori Wilson

student Interns
Kristy ashlock, Spalding university
Shawnna Gary, Spalding university
Meredith Geers, university of louisville
ashley Mann, northern Kentucky university
dana Patrick, university of louisville

staff
terry i. Brooks, ed.d., executive director
Jenessa Bryan, Policy analyst
Jim decker, deputy director, administration & Support Services
tara Grieshop-Goodwin, deputy director, Program & Policy
Makeda harris, Policy analyst
tracy Goff herman, deputy director, Program & Policy
dale ike, Financial consultant
andrew Karem, Webmaster
Joanna young Marks, Policy analyst
lacey Mcnary, deputy director, Program & Policy
debra Miller, Policy analyst
deWayne Westmoreland, Policy analyst
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2006 Individual Donors 

Carolyn Balleisen

Dr. James & Lesa Boone

Milton & Jo Ann Borntrager

Joe & Julie Brackett

Gordon Brown 
In honor of Maud Fliegelman

Kathleen G. Bryant

Louise Cambron

CELTS

Children’s Alliance

Betty Daniels

Drs. Bill & Helen Deines

Dri-View Manufacturing

John A. Edwards

Linda Engel, LCSW 
In honor of Sammie Moshenberg

Marcel & Mary Fages

Doane Fischer

John Fish

Ellen Friedman

Sally Gorman

Robert Gray

Joseph and Marjorie Grieshop

Holly Gustafson

June Hampe

Christoper Harmer

Ilma Hirsch

Dean & Teri Holland 

Jane H. Hope

Janet Jernigan & Frank Heft, Jr.

Beth Jurek

Anne & David Karem

E.J. Kauffman

Ervin Klein

Eleanor Koon

Dr. Forrest Kuhn

Barbara Lasky

Selma Levy

Judith Lippmann

Linda & Mike Locke

Jerry Marksbury

R. Orlo & Evelyn McNary

Lillian Milanof

we are grateful to the following donors, 

whose generous contributions strengthen 

our voice for the children of Kentucky.
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Please Note: We have made every 
effort to be as accurate as possible in 
compiling our list of donors. If your 
name has been listed incorrectly or 
omitted, please contact KYA at (502) 
895-8167 or info@kyyouth.org and 
accept our sincere apologies.
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2006 In-Kind Donors

Allegra Print & Imaging-East
Fifth Third Bank 
Buffalo Wild Wings Grill & Bar
The Cheddar Box
Corner Café
Divinity Fine Catering
Famous Dave’s
The Fresh Market
Great Harvest Bread Co.
Gumbo A Go-Go
Heine Brothers’ Coffee
Jack Fry’s
Java Brewing Company
Jerry Heston Hairdressing
Napa River Grill
Ross McNary
Red Lounge
Starbucks

Kathy Miles

Beverly Moore

Beth Myers

Carolyn Neustadt

David & Patricia Nightingale

Goldye Opper

Gayla Peach

Pegasus Transportation 

David & Rita Peterson

Cheryl Plain 
In Memory of Alma Plain

Dee & Bill Pregliasco

Ben Prewitt

Dr. David Richart

Lynn Rippy

Dorothy Roehrig 
In honor of Joe A. Roehrig III

Susan Lee Rostov

Dr. John & Bonnie Roth

Harry Rothgerber

Robert Ruberg

Dr. Sheila Schuster

Dr. Robert & Pamela Sexton

Ellen Shapira

Phillip Shepherd

John & Barbara Sinai

Charles Smith

Lyle B. Snider

Bill Stewart

John Russ & Cheryl            
Ungerleider

Patrick & Sheila Welsh

George & Sarah Wilding

Angela Wilkins 
In honor of Kyle Joseph 
Wilkins

Anita Williams 
In honor of Virginia Taylor

Dr. Richard Wolf

Juanita Wright                      
In honor of Margaret Clayton

Hansford & Michelle Yates

Bill & Carol Young



* 2005 financial data reflect the most recent available audited financial information.

2005  f inAnciAL  informAt ion*
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Total Revenue and Support $591,528

Total Expenses $677,708

Net Assets at End of Year $418,023

Administrative 4%fundraising 3%

program expenses 93%





11001 Bluegrass Pkwy. Suite 100, Jeffersontown, KY 40299

voice: 502.895.8167 • fax: 502.895.8225

www.kyyouth.org


